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Thalassemia and infertility an over view
Awatif Al Bahar
Dubai Health Authority, UAE

Thalassemia is a disease affecting patient lifelong. Our aim is to have a community free of Thalassemia by health awareness, 
pre marriage counselling and PGD. Thalassemia is a form of inherited autosomal recessive blood disorders characterized by 

abnormal formation of Hemoglobin. The abnormal hemoglobin formed results in improper oxygen transport and destruction 
of the red blood cells. Normally the majority of adults hemoglobin (HBA) is composed of four protein chains, two α and two 
βglobin chains arranged into a heterotetramer.
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Multi-provider and patient perspectives on conveying the message on diagnostic imaging investiga-
tion results
C R Makanjee
University of Pretoria, South Africa

Purpose: This study explored interaction processes in conveying messages on results of diagnostic imaging investigations from 
a multi-provider perspective in a public healthcare complex in South Africa.  

Methods: This study was part of a larger qualitative inquiry into interaction and communication processes relating to 
diagnostic imaging investigations. Individual interviews were conducted with 24 patients and 61 health care providers treating 
the patient participants (medical practitioners, specialists, radiologists, registrars, radiographers and nurses).  Twelve focus 
group interviews were also conducted with health care providers from these professional categories. 

Findings: Three main themes emerged from the study. The first theme explores the medical provider perspective and the 
second the perspective of radiographers and nurses regarding multi-professional roles and responsibilities in conveying results 
of imaging investigations. The third theme focuses on patient perspectives and the effects of provider-patient communication 
– how some of the messages on imaging results are interpreted, perceived and experienced. 

Conclusion: The findings from this study provide a bird’s eye view on the disclosure of imaging results by medical and non-
medical healthcare providers. Further research is needed on the role of non-medical providers in the context of ethical and 
moral obligation towards patients and the boundaries drawn by their scope of practice.
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