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Neurocysticercosis, a helminthic disease of the central nervous system, is a leading cause of epilepsy in worldwide. The high 
prevalence in developing countries is due to greater frequency of infectious diseases. A two phase survey including epilepsy 

screening questionnaire, neurological assessment, EEG and MRI was carried out. Controls were selected from the same community.  
The sera of enrolled patients were assayed to detect antibodies against Taenia solium. The crude prevalence of active epilepsy was 7.2 
per 1,000. The prevalence of antibodies against T. solium was 25.5% (27 of 106) in people with active epilepsy, significantly higher than 
in controls (12.3%; 13 of 106 cases; p = 0.02). Adjusted conditional (fixed-effects) logistic regression estimated an odds ratio of 2.8 
(95% confidence interval 1.2-6.8) for detection of T. solium antibodies. Nineteen people with active epilepsy demonstrated evidence 
of neurocysticercosis (NCC) on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), including 7 (36.5%) with solitary cysticercus granuloma. A 
significant association between T. solium exposure and epilepsy was observed.  
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