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Psychosis in patients with Multiple Sclerosis
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Multiple sclerosis (MS) is the one of the most common immune-mediated,  inflammatory, demyelinating disease of the 
brain and spinal cord. MS commonly manifests with sensory symptoms in limbs or face, unilateral visual loss, acute or 

subacute motor weakness, diplopia, and gait disturbance. Multiple sclerosis is frequently associated with psychiatric symptoms. 
50% or more of the patients with MS have symptoms of affective disorder or cognitive decline. Smaller proportion of these 
individuals develop psychotic symptoms during the course of the disease. Studies done in past have reported presence of 
depressive symptoms (79%), agitation (40%), anxiety (37%), irritability (35%), apathy (20%), euphoria (13%), disinhibition 
(13%), hallucinations (10%), aberrant motor behavior (9%), and delusions (7%) and the risk to develop psychiatric symptoms 
increases with age. Various studies have found that the occurrence of psychotic symptoms is related with lesion (demyelination) 
size, location and quantity of lesions. Speaker is presenting a case of 56 year old female with diagnosis of MS who presented 
with delusions of paranoia and delusions of parasitosis (sometimes called as delusional infestation) and how her symptoms 
correlated with the progression of MS.
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