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Abstract:
What is Health Informatics?

Health informatics connects people, technology, and
data to batter improve healthcare outcomes and safety by
supporting operational innovation and technological ad-
vancements globally. Health informatics is the discipline
at the intersection of healthcare, information science and
computer science. It is one of the most rapidly expand-
ing field in the healthcare worldwide. In Bangladesh, it is
also getting the attention slowly. There are some institu-
tions coming forward with the aim to build professional
expertise in the country. Bangladesh University of Health
Science (BUHS) is pioneer among them. The discipline
has demand in the government, NGO and development
organizations. The increasing demand within healthcare
both locally and internationally is getting traction with
the growing need of the huge population in the countries
like Bangladesh. Health informatics integrates data with
patient care using cutting edge technology and thus im-
proves the healthcare delivery and access to care; health
education and biomedical research; disease prevention;
diagnosis; monitoring treatment and outcome; coordina-
tion between organisations and healthcare professionals.

BUHS has introduced a masters programme which aims
at developing professionals to meet the growing demand
in country and abroad. The minimum requirement is an
undergraduate degree in medical, dental, nursing, phar-
macology or allied health sciences, computer and infor-
mation sciences or its equivalents from any recognized
university.

A country like Bangladesh, where we often lack systemat-
ic research data in many fields of healthcare, the demand
of health informatics is enormous to build the digital
platform for measuring and analysing the epidemiolog-
ical variables and indicators. The discipline has career
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prospect in the government and military setup, NGOs,
UN organisations, healthcare delivery institutes, medi-
cal device and technology companies, medical software
companies, healthcare consulting firms, insurance com-
panies, public health organisations and academia.
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