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Abstract  

For those researchers like us, who started practicing medicine and have 
been involved in global health since the late seventies, the picture of the 
latter given by the COVID-19 pandemic is a vivid indication of its condition 
and it is a global mess. 
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Introduction 

There were many reasons for optimism and enthusiasm after the WHO 
Alma Ata declaration early September 1978. They included the apparent 
leadership from WHO, efficient public health tools, for example: wells and 
filters, mosquito nets, insecticides, swamp drainage, efficient immunization 
against several very lethal diseases like yellow fever and meningitis and 
efficient treatment against various diseases like malaria and TB [1, 2].  

This led to spectacular achievements such as the eradication of smallpox [3, 
4, 5]. However, in 2022, the results are dismal despite trillions of dollars 
spent on global health for decades on all fronts by international 
organizations (like WHO, The World Bank, PAHO, UNICEF, etc.), NGOs, 
bilateral aid, private funds (like the Gates and the Clinton foundations):- 

• Polio remains endemic in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Malawi
reported the first case in Africa since 2016 on February 17, 2022.
According to WHO: “As long as one child is infected all countries are
at risk to get 200,000 new cases per year” [6, 7].

• TB claims 1.5 million lives each year. Only one third of the people
with multi-drug-resistant TB had access to treatment in 2020. Three
million cases were missed by the detection systems and the
funding to combat the disease was back to the 2016 level that year
[8-10].

• The number of cholera cases remains high and many are not
reported. Moreover, it can be re-introduced into many countries like
it was in Haiti in the 2010 [11-13].

• Due to the sylvatic cycle in Africa yellow fever cannot be
realistically eradicated [14-17].

• Because of the cattle and wild animal reservoirs of
Trypanosoma rhodesiense in East Africa, sleeping sickness cannot
be practically eradicated.

• In 2007, WHO announced a renewed strategy to eliminate 
Chagas’ disease by 2010. On April 1, 2021, there were 6 to 7 
million people infected by Trypanosoma cruzi and the disease 
was found in 21 continental Latin American countries [18,19].

• Meningitis is now extending outside of the Lapeysonnie’s belt, 
which includes 26 countries, and into more forested regions of Africa 
[20-22].

• Globally after 2015, the ASRs (Age-Standardized incidence Rate) 
in high-middle, middle, and low-middle SDI (Socio-Demographic 
Index) regions began to rise and the uptrend remained in 2019. 
Central, Western, and Eastern Sub-Saharan Africa had the highest 
ASRs rate in 2019 since 1990 [23]. The main problems linked to the 
elimination of malaria have not been tackled like: 
deforestation, agricultural expansion, infrastructure development, 
the biological differences in Anopheles species adapted to 
different landscapes, human and mosquito migrations, travelers, 
climate change [24-26].

• The discovery of a dog-fish cycle in Chad renders a lasting 
elimination of dracunculiasis improbable [27-28].

I have identified historically wrong priorities and 54 common denominators 
between the causes of mismanagement of the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
United States and the disastrous state of global health [29]. 

Most worrisome are the trends for the diseases mentioned above and there 
is no sign of imminent or short term eradication. Moreover, lack of capacity 
is the main obstacle to adequate healthcare in developing countries [30]. 

• Quantitatively, data are dismal [31].
• Quality wise, the gap is huge and increasing [32].
• Unfortunately, the evolution in various places is not 

toward improvement particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa.
• Questions have not been raised on the unreliable origin 

and misutilization of resources. For example:
• On November 30, 2021, the Clinton Foundation donations 

had plummeted 75% since Hillary Clinton was Secretary of State [33].
• On February 2, 2022, Melinda Gates said she will stop donating 

the bulk of her wealth to the Gates Foundation [34]
• How many lives could be saved by buying vaccines instead of life-

long, viral-suppressive treatments for HIV/AIDS?

It takes courage and vision to make tough and right choices. Unfortunately, 
those are the ones leaders must make in resource-limited environments.  

I believe that history will not be kind to deciders who fail their people in this 
regard. Guidelines should be given by international institutions on the 
establishment of healthcare budget priorities in developing countries [35].  

With all the means that we had at our disposal, in 2022 we should have 
eliminated cholera, polio, malaria, meningitis, Chagas’ disease, TB, and 
HIV/AIDS from the face of the earth. 

It is an ignominy for the human race that we did not and it reflects poorly on 
our level of consciousness, ability to mobilize and organize, and degree of 
evolution. 

It is clear that global health has been and still is a huge convoluted nexus 
wasting lives and treasury [36]. It is high time for it to be transformed 
radically. I have designed a road map for drastically transforming it with the 
simplifications required to tackle all healthcare issues much more efficiently 
and effectively, including: Three values, one need, one urgency, two 
priorities, three strategies, and seven suggestions [37] 

Given the status of global health, it should be considered and implemented 
without any delay. 
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