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Abstract:
India was the surrogacy capital of the world until its re-
cent ban on commercial gestational surrogacy in 2016. 
A rough estimate of 25,000 surrogacy births (registered 
only) has been reported since it’s legalisation in 2002 and 
surrogacy in India is estimated to have generated revenue 
of $400 million to $1 billion per year (Banerjee, 2012; 
Chopra, 2006; Holzberg, 2018; Rudrappa, 2017). Little, 
however, is known so far about the mental health impact 
that surrogacy has on surrogate mothers in India (Bra-
zier, Campbell, & Golombok, 1998; Edelman, 2004; van 
den Akker, 2010). While studies have examined exploita-
tion (Bromfield & Rotabi, 2014; Goswami, Rotabi, & 
Bromfield, 2014; Panitch, 2013a; Saravanan, 2013; 2015; 
Schanbacker, 2014), there is no study to date investigat-
ing the long-term emotional costs and consequences of 
gestational surrogacy on Indian women living in pover-
ty, despite evidence from other researches from various 
parts of the world acknowledging the presence of post-na-
tal depression including feelings of anger and guilt (Jad-
va, Murray, Lycett et. al., 2003), and other psychological 
problems such as feelings of regret and loss after the first 
weeks of separation (Rapaport, 2015; Tieu, 2009). This 
research investigates the surrogate mother’s perspectives 
about potential mental health implications undergone 
post relinquishment of the surrogate child through the 
lens of the surrogates’ own narratives. Surrogate mothers 
in southern India are interviewed using a semi-structured 
interview schedule. The author/researcher will present a 
part of the initial analysis of these interviews using nar-
rative inquiry. These views will help inform the current 
policies around ART in India and help speculate on the 
possibility of revisiting the shut-down of commercial sur-
rogacy in India.
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