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Abstract:

Clean rooms and other controlled environments are es-
sential in the aseptic manufacturing environment for the
production of a quality product. Monitoring mi-
crobial distribution and identifying the predominant
isolates is part of any effective environmental moni-
toring program. Maintaining the integrity of a clean
room or other controlled environment is a constant
battle because of both the materials used as well as the
activities that take place within the environment. Con-
taminated surfaces can and often do, adversely impact
the quality of product manufactured. Identifying which
method of application that would be most efficacious
in reducing microbial numbers on surfaces is just
as important as selecting the right disinfectant. To deter-
mine which method: spray or wipe, would prove more
efficacious in the application of disinfectants on surfaces
in the manufacturing environment, our laboratory con-
ducted a comparison study. Using one surface (stainless
steel) in order to focus the data on the application of
the disinfectants and not variability of microbial at-
tachment between different surfaces, we assessed the
efficacy of application between: 5% Decon spore, Decon
Quat, and 70% IPA. Our test organisms included S.
aureus, P. chrysogenu, B. licheniformis, P. aeruginosa,
and C. albicans. The data suggest that knowing and
identifying what types of organisms typically inhabit
your manufacturing environment can help with not
only selecting which disinfectant works best, but also
which application enhances that effectiveness.
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